THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
always a topic of keen enthusiasm with the Liberals. The
country was just getting worked up lor the Lloyd George
land campaign. Even English audiences knew all about the
Highland Clearances, Did not (he sad plight of the High-
lander driven from his home by inhuman landlords appeal
to their emotional minds ? Even Joseph Clhamberlain himself
exploited the Highland Clearances for purposes of political
propaganda, and here was a real Highlander before them,
embodying all the romance and pathos of his gallant race.
Leicester was a constituency which was ideal for a pioneering
effort for Labour. It was a Liberal stronghold.
MacDonald's election address at Leicester was a most
illuminating document. It had a little bit for everybody, The
zealous Liberal land reformer, and who more zealous than he,
would find MacDonald actually uttering a challenge against
the hated landlord,, and would rejoice. Nor need the most;
timid Tory fear for his ducats. These conclusions,, he is assured,
are reached not by a process of working-class experience. Not
at all* They rest upon conceptions of right and wrong common
to all classes,
* The greatest work the Labour Party has to do is to compel
those conceptions of right and wrong to puss jw/gnwnt on existing
conditions. There is a time for details and definite proposals,
and there is a time for general principles which may even
be so vague as to be little more th&n yearnings and aspirations**
As long as MacDonald's Socialism was only youthful yearnings
and pious aspirations, no Liberal of Leicester need worry*
It was subsequently discovered that he had come to an
understanding with the Liberals for their support. He got it,
and this had a tremendous effect on his career and conduct
thereafter. It is impossible to estimate how much of the
political timidity which characterized the twelve years during
which he was Member for Leicester was the result of his fear
lest he should antagonize or alienate the Liberals. This was,
certainly, one of the causes of his tactical moderation and
cautious opportunism. His election programme was largely
reformist and is interesting as showing the stage of his political
pilgrimage to which he had now reached,
The policy of Hardie and MacDonald of uniting the Trade
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